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Average age of acquisition of English consonants across the world (90-100% criteria)

The review was based on 15 studies of 7,369 children speaking English in Australia, Republic of Ireland, Malaysia,
South Africa, United Kingdom, and United States (McLeod & Crowe, 2018)
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ELIMINATION OF
PHONOLOGICAL PROCESSES

« GLIDING
(e.g., "yeyow" for 'yellow')

« DEPALATISATION
(e.g., "fit" for 'fish')

« CLUSTER REDUCTION WITH /S/
(e.g., "top" for 'stop’)

« STOPPING OF /SH. CH. J, TH/
(e.g., "top" for 'chop’)

« BY 3.5 YEARS:
-STOPPING OF /V/ AND /Z/ (e.g.,"doo" for 'zoo')
-FRONTING (e.g., "tar" for 'car')’

« BY 4 YEARS:
-DEAFFRICATION (e.g., "share" for 'chair')
-WEAK SYLLABLE DELETION (e.g., "nana" for 'banana')’
-CLUSTER REDUCTION W/0 /S/ (e.g., "back" for 'black’)

» ASSIMILATION (e.g., "nanana" for 'banana')

« FINAL CONSONANT DELETION (e.g., "bir" for 'bird’)
« REDUPLICATION (e.g., "bobo" for 'bottle')

« AFFRICATION (e.g., "choo" for 'shoe')’

» STOPPING OF /F/ AND /S/ (e.g., "ton" for 'sun’)

« PRE-VOCALIC VOICING (e.g., "big" for 'pig’)
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